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Curriculum C orner 
Science:  The science projects were fabulous!  The 
students learned so much during the project and 
from each other’s presentations. The Condor blog 
will have pictures of all the projects and 
presenters.  I can’t wait to use these as examples 
for next year. These fifth graders have set the 
bar high on expectations for the project. Way to 
go! 

Social Studies:  After wrapping up our research 
on climate zones, we are going to take a break 
from geography and move to history!  We started 
this week by studying the first people to settle in 
the western hemisphere.  We learned that these 
first people were nomads and followed the 
animals, their food source.  We took notes on the 
neolithic and paleolithic eras and compared the 
two.  Next week we will be introduced to the 
Inuit tribe and learn about their climate, food 
sources, housing, natural resources, geography, 
and transportation.  Then students will complete 
a graphic organizer finding the same information 
on another Native American tribe.  They will be 
the experts and will teach their group members.  
We will end with the agricultural revolution 
before moving on to the early civilizations: 
Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas.          

Dates to Remember 

Oct. 31  Halloween Party 
Nov. 7   Report Cards coming home 
Nov. 19  Thanksgiving Feast 
Nov. 20 & 24  Parent teacher conferences 
Nov. 25  11:20 Dismissal 
Nov. 26-28      Thanksgiving Break 
Nov. 30  Advent Begins 

Check P lus, Check, and Check Minus! 

You may have noticed that some of the homework coming 
home last week and this week are graded with only a 
check plus, check, or check minus.  This is more of a 
completion and effort grade.  Check plus is a 100%, 

check is 90%, and check minus is 80%.  If I believe that 
a students should receive less than an 80%, then I will 
ask them to come in and redo the assignment.  Many times 

this will happen if students do not use their best 
handwriting or do not write in complete sentences.    

Scholastic Book Order 
I send home book orders once I receive them, 

which is quite often.  Do not feel pressured to 
buy books, Just know they will be coming home 

about once a month.   


