
Mrs. Otte’s Weekly Update 
……… 

October 14-17        
……… 

Edition 8 
Curriculum C orner 

Writing: Students selected their persuasive essay 
topic and learned the difference between strong 
and weak reasons.  They started to expand on 
their strong reasons for or against their issue.  
In order to make their reasons even stronger, 
students are using the ipads to research facts 
and information related to their issue.  They will 
be using this information next week to continue 
writing their drafts.     

Math:  Math stations were introduced this week. 
Students start math each day checking their 
homework from the night before and being 
introduced to the new material.  They watch Mrs. 
Otte do a couple practice problems.  Then students 
rotate through four stations at 10 minutes each.   

Students will be doing this daily starting next 
week. 

Stations include: 

1; Computer Skills – Practice skills on 
Mobymax.com, tenmarks.com, and arcademics.com 

2:  Review skills – Worksheet, card game or 
starting nightly homework 

3:  Real-Life problem solving Math Skills 

4:  And lastly, Meeting with MRs. Otte to go over 

The daily lesson with her in small groups. 
*Math centers allow students to discuss math and 

practice real life situations at their own pace.  

Students learn independence and problem solving 

without the daily drill of worksheet after 

worksheet.    

Dates to Remember 

Oct 22     MAP Testing – Fifth    
          grade will be testing      

   after lunch (LAST ONE!) 
Oct. 21          Picture Retakes 

   Science Projects due 
Oct. 24    End of first quarter 
Oct. 31  Halloween Party 

The Importance of Nightly Reading 
This week I picked up a book at Barnes and Noble called The Book 
Whisperer by Donalyn Miller. She is a sixth grade teacher who uses 
independent reading in her classroom on a daily basis.  She referred to 
Matthew 13:12 that is often interpreted as “The rich get richer and the 
poor get poorer” story.  She was referring to students and the amount 
of reading they do on a daily basis.  Students that read daily and 
nightly will grow in their skills, vocabulary, spelling, and background 
knowledge, and those that do not read on a daily basis will fall 
further behind.  As adults, we want to show them how reading is 
engaging and worthwhile.  Reading should be something students want 
to do, rather than a chore or homework assignment.   
Here are some ideas you can use to help create that reading spark: 
1; share with your child your favorite book growing up.   
2. Promote Spending time looking at reviews online. 
3. Write reviews after reading stories. 
4. Have your child read the book before watching the movie. 
5. Read together!  
6. Record how many books are read.  See if you can read 50 this year.  

It is a reachable goal!  I promise! 

Ref lection during religion class this week:  
We are to be fruitful people.  How are you 
living out the gifts and the fruits of the 

Holy Spirit? 
Come visit the hallway to sEE what 
students said about other students!  


