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Curriculum C orner 
Writing:  Students are enjoying our persuasive unit in 
writing. This week we brainstormed ideas to write about 
and discussed the difference between undisputable facts 
and arguable claims.  Students picked two topics they 
were passionate about and come up with a list of reasons 
for the specific issue and reasons against the issue.  
Then students started to draft two different persuasive 
essays.  On Friday, they picked their favorite out of the 
two drafts and will be using that topic the rest of the 
month to write a strong persuasive piece.  Once we are 
done writing our pieces, we will be holding a classroom 
debate.  

Religion:  Students started learning about the 
sacrament of Confirmation.  In groups, students 
brainstormed symbols of confirmation to make mosaics to 
hang in the hallway.  Students will be preparing a 
confirmation play in the next two weeks to share with 
other classrooms. 

Science:  This week we discussed the lunar eclipse that 
we were able to see in the sky early Wednesday morning.  
Students were also introduced to their projects and 
began looking up information.  We watched a video on 
constellations and read out of our science books. 

Social Studies:  Students worked in pairs to search 
through their social studies books to fill out 
information on different world climates. We will be using 
this information later in the month to look at how people 
adapt to different climates around the western 
hemisphere.   

Math:  Students finished their multiplication unit and 
will be starting division next week.          

Dates to Remember 

Oct 15, 22     MAP Testing – Fifth    
          grade will be testing      

   after lunch  
Oct. 13  No School 
Oct. 17  Magazine sales turn in day 
Oct. 21          Picture Retakes 

   Science Projects due 
Oct. 24    End of first quarter 
Oct. 31  Halloween Party 

C onstel lation or Spacecraft Reports 
Students were given the requirements for their science 
projects and presentations this week during class.  They 
will have the opportunity to work on some of the project 
during class, such as the research and working on their 
presentations.  The visual aids will need to be completed 
at home.  Projects are due October 21st.  We will be 
sharing them in class that week.  Requirements and 
Rubric were handed out this week, check your child’s 
homework folder for more details.   

Ask your child the fol lowing questions: 
1.  What are compatible numbers? 
2.  What are some different climates around 

the world? 
3.  What is a constellation? 
4.  Tell me about your literature circle book 

so far! 

Language Arts:  Students are hooked on our read aloud book The 
City of Ember.  On Thursday students had their first literature 
circle meetings.  They are working on taking turns sharing and 
listening to their peers.  This can be a very difficult skill for fifth 
grade students.  Students had an assignment they had to bring to 
their group members and share during the group meeting time.  Check 
out the Condor blog for pictures.   


