
Mrs. Otte’s Weekly Update 
……… 

April 27 ‒ May 1        
……… 

Edition 31 Math: Review Groups are well under way.  
Students are working hard to remember all the 
math objectives we have covered this year.    

Writing: Students wrote a number of different leads 
and conclusions for their personal narratives.  
They selected their favorite, with help from a 
writing partner. They also began typing a final 
draft of their personal narrative.  As a group we 
looked at personal narratives written by fourth 
and fifth graders and used our rubric to score 
these narratives. Students then went to the 
computer lab and started editing their writing 
partner’s personal narrative using a checklist 
and google drive comments.  For our monthly poem, 
we wrote a prepositional phrase poem.  Other than 
the first and last line, all the lines were 
written only in prepositional phrases!  We will 
add these to our portfolio and send them to our 
snail mail buddies.   

English:  We learned about parallel structure this 
week.  We introduced past participle and gerund, 
but will continue to review these terms.    

Reading: Students worked independently writing 
their own tall tales.    

*During our literature group meeting, students 
started to look at themes in their individual 
reading books by Sharon Creech and compared them 
to other group members’ books. We looked at 
conflicts and change within characters.  We read 
Creech’s Bio and learned where a lot of her 
stories, characters, plots, and ideas came from!  
They came from her life growing up!   

Dates to Remember 

May 6   Math MAP Testing   
   VIP Day – May Crowning – 
   Talent Show 

May 22  Michigan Adventures 
May 28  All Library books due 

Extra Snack this week! 

Students will be eating brunch at 10:30 this 
upcoming Wednesday for the VIP brunch.  

Students will not have scheduled lunch, but 
will be given time in the afternoon to eat a 

snack or light lunch.   

Family Life 

It is that time of year for fifth graders:  
Family life and reproduction.  I will be 

following the family life book throughout the 
learning process. I will be sending the book 
home on Monday, May 4th for families to skim 

through before we start the unit on Wednesday.  
Please feel free to contact me at any time.  

Please make sure to read the letter and sign it 
as permission for your child to participate.       


