
Mrs. Otte’s Weekly Update 
……… 

April 13 - 17        
……… 

Edition 29 Math: Next unit in math is our measurement unit.  
Students will review both the customary and 
metric systems and will review some of the main 
vocabulary before we take the math MAP test the 
first week in may.   

English:  Students are learning about adverbs this 
week.  After this unit, students will have been 
introduced to all parts of speech and will be 
ready to take the Language Usage MAP test next 
week. We will be watching a number of brainpop 
videos as another review tool.  I’m excited to see 
their growth in this area as this was a class 
goal target area from our winter testing. In 
writing we are working on personal narratives.  
It is always fun to write about ourselves!  

Reading:  We are starting our next reading unit 
on traditional literature with a focus on tall 
tales.  Students will read a number of tall tales 
and will compare the same stories written by 
different authors.  Students will eventually 
write their own tall tales to share! 

Religion:  Students prepared for their last fifth 
grade mass. With coming back from break and 
starting the fourth quarter, we celebrate many 
“lasts.”  This week students were excited to pick 
their last fifth grade classroom job.   

Science and Social Studies:  In science we read about 
the digestive system and took notes.  In social 
studies we are learning about trading between 
countries and will be creating a project on 
different counties’ imports and exports.   

Dates to Remember 

April 23   Reading MAP testing 
April 28   Science MAP testing 
April 30  Language Usage MAP testing 
May 6   Math MAP Testing   
*Please make every effort to have your child at school 
on these days.  Finding additional time to test is very 
difficult in our short time frame.  If there is a conflict, 
please email me as soon as possible. 

Sharon Creech Author Study 
Over break I took home a couple books I have 
been wanting to read in hopes of then sharing 
these books with the class.  I read two books 
by Sharon Creech and was hooked!   I wanted to 
introduce the students to this author and I 
decided we would start a novel study!  After 
spending time on Sharon Creech’s website, 
discussing the awards her books had won, and 
looking up reviews on amazon.com and 
goodread.com, Students selected one of her 
novels to read this month.  Similar to 
literature groups, students will meet and 
discuss the author’s writing style, tone, 
themes, etc. within her books.  This will 
prepare us to write a literacy essay next 
month for our last big writing unit.  Hopefully 
students will also become hooked and want to 
read other books by this author!   	  


