
Mrs. Otte’s Weekly Update 
……… 

January 20-23        
……… 

Edition 18 Writing: this week we took a break from nonfiction 
writing and learned how to write a start and 
stop poem.  Each month we create a poem for our 
writing portfolio and to give to our snail mail 
buddies.  Fifth grade also spent time writing a 
personal letter to their snail mail buddy.     

Vocabulary:  The Greek and Latin root word for this 
week is mob and mot, meaning to move.  As a 
class, the vocabulary portion of the Map testing 
improved the most in all reading areas.  The 
students’ hard work is paying off!   

Religion:  Students used a website called thinglink 
to create a religion project.  This was a new 
website for the students and me. I enjoy seeing 
the students explore new websites and teaching 
others how to navigate the site.  During this 
project they were given a pilgrimage location and 
were asked to go on the journey recording their 
thoughts and prayers along the way. 

Science:  Students read about the muscular system 
online and answered comprehension questions.  
They took a quiz over the muscle system using an 
app called classresponder. Because this app was 
new, they have the opportunity to retake the test 
on Monday. Next week students will be conducting 
their first lab report this year on dissection of a 
chicken wing.      

.   

Dates to Remember 

Jan. 25  Catholic Schools week – Please  
   check purple sheet for details 

Feb. 5 & 9  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Feb 13 & 16  No school 
Feb. 18   Ash Wednesday – Fifth grade Mass 

Read Aloud this month 

This month I am reading the book Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
out loud in class.  If you have not read the book 
yourself, I would highly recommend reading it and 

discussing it with your child.  The story is about a boy 
who was born with birth defects, and is a fifth grader 
going to school for the first time.  The book shows his 

hardships and happiness from a number of different 
people’s perspectives.  Students also ask if there is a 

sequel, and yes there is! 

Social Studies and Research 

With all of our focus on nonfiction we are just about 
to start our research magazines over our given 

countries.  Although we use the internet for lots of 
projects, this project we are going to use only a 

couple resources and really dig deep into the material.  
Students found one or two books about their country 
at our library.  Students will be asked to find one 

more from your local library.  They are asked to have 
the book by next Friday. 


