
Mrs. Otte’s Weekly Update 
……… 

January 12-16       
……… 

Edition 17 Writing: we began our nonfiction writing unit.  We 
are learning the different text structures that 
authors use to write nonfiction. These structures 
include description, compare and contrast, cause 
and effect, problem and solution, and order and 
sequence.  We practiced reading and writing these 
types of nonfiction paragraphs. 

This unit goes hand in hand with reading.  We are 
also reading nonfiction and trying to decide what 
text structure authors used. Next week we will 
be working on close reading and learning to read 
a passage multiple times with different reading 
goggles. 

Religion:  After taking a break from learning about 
the sacraments, we started the third sacrament 
of initiation this week.  With each sacrament, we 
review the parts of the mass in relationship to 
the celebration of the given sacrament.  In class 
we also participated in a guided meditation. 

Science:  We are starting our life science unit by 
diving right into learning about the skeletal 
system.  Students read about it, watched a few 
short videos, labeled the bones of the body, 
rotated through centers, and took a quiz over the 
skeletal system. We are starting the muscular 
system next where and we will look at how the 
systems work together. 

.   

Dates to Remember 

Jan. 12  Map Testing Starts 
Jan. 16  End of 2nd Quarter 
Jan. 19  No School 
Jan. 20  Student Council Ugly dress day 
Jan. 25  Catholic Schools week – Be   

          looking for more information  
   about the week! 

Two weeks worth of Information! 

Because of the snow day last Friday, and being the 
first week back to school, I did not send out a 

newsletter.  I hope everyone had a joyful Christmas 
season.  I had a wonderful break, but was eager to get 

back to school and start many new units of study.  

These last two weeks have been great for learning as 
we have had very few interruptions. 

We took our first NWEA map test this week.  Students 
completed the reading test.  It was great to see how 

their reading stamina has increased dramatically from 
the beginning of the year.  Students charted their 
growth next week.  Results will be provided at the 

upcoming conferences.   

Sophia, Thomas, and Emma competed in the 5-8th grade 
Geography bee.  The fifth graders did a great job and I 

am proud to announce that Sophia was the overall 

winner!  Congratulations Sophia!   


