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Edition 16 Things to keep the mind working over break! 

Christmas break is a great time to sit back, 
relax, and enjoy time with family and friends.  I 
know all the students are very excited for this 
time!  However, It is also a time where students 
can regress after working so hard.  The second 
week in January we will be starting our Winter 
MAP testing.  Here are some things to have your 

child practice over break to be ready. 

*Have students spend time on Mobymax.com 
working on either language or math skills.  We 
have a little competition going for over break!   

*As a class we have pledged to read at least one 
book, of our choice, over Christmas break.  This is 
not required, nor will we have a project over the 
book, but Students will be able to share their 
books with students when they return to school.  
Students can also be working on their Olympian 
levels that need to be completed by the end of the 
school year. 

*Write, write, write.  This is a very creative 
fifth grade class.  Encourage your child to write 
stories to send to the publishing center when they 
return in January.   

Most importantly, enjoy break and have so much 
fun!  Mrs. oTTe      

Dates to Remember 

Jan. 5   School Resumes 
Jan. 12  Map Testing Starts 
Jan. 16  End of 2nd Quarter 
Jan. 19  No School 
Jan. 25  Catholic Schools week 

Using Google Drive in the C lassroom 

Students have been working on their persuasive essays on and 
off for the last two months.  They are finally finishing up the 

revising and editing phase.  Mr. Van Dyke has kindly been 
helping us during our computer time to learn how to use google 

drive.  First, students had to type their essays on Google 
Drive.  Next, Mr. Van Dyke had them share their writing pieces 
with a writing partner. He taught them how to add editing 

marks to their partner’s paper.  They really enjoyed being able 
to see how two people can work on one document at a time.  

After making comments to their partner’s paper, students went 
back and either chose to accept their partner’s change, or keep 
it as originally written.  We are learning that as writers we 
get to make the final decision, but it is always worthwhile to 

get feedback from others. 

Our final copies will be added to our Writing Portfolios in the 
Hallway.  A graded rubric will be coming home after Christmas 

break.     

We will revisit persuasive essay writing in the Spring. Students 
will enjoy seeing how much their writing has grown.  It is 

already amazing to see how much their writing has improved in 
just the first four months of school.     


