
Mrs. Otte’s Weekly Update 
……… 

November 17-21        
……… 

Edition 13 Curriculum C orner 
Snow Day:  I hope everyone enjoyed their first 
snow days of the year.  Projects we hoped to 
complete before conferences were pushed back, so 
we hope to have these done before Thanksgiving 
break.   

Science:  We are continuing to learn about Speed 
and motion.  We have spent some time reading in 
our science books and learning different non-
fiction reading strategies, as well as note 
taking strategies.   

Social Studies:  Students were given a list of 
major North American cities and a number of 
physical features are were asked to used an 
atlas and find these places on their own map.     

Reading:  We started the Sign of the Beaver for 
our Historical Fiction study.  This will tie in 
nicely with our current unit in social studies and 
with Thanksgiving coming up.  Students each have 
a copy of the book and will be given a chance to 
read a chapter out loud to their classmates and 
ask questions, This is similar to what I do during 
read aloud time.  Students are currently reading 
historical fiction in their literature circle books 
as well. 

*I hope all families have a great Thanksgiving!  
Stay warm.  Mrs. Otte     

Dates to Remember 

Nov. 24  Parent teacher conferences 
Nov. 25  11:20 Dismissal 
Nov. 26-28      Thanksgiving Break 
Nov. 30  Advent Begins 
Dec. 5   Start decorating for Door display 

Extra Practice for Brain Bucks! 
MobyMax.com is a great resource that Holy Trinity offers 
students.  These past two weeks students have taken 
placement tests in math and language.  They will also 
be looking at their RIT scores from the Fall MAP Test and 
completing a placement test for their goal area: either 
vocabulary, informational text, or fictional text.  The 
placement tests starts students at their instructional 
level and moves them though lessons at their own pace. 
Students are given time to work on this at school, but 
also are encouraged to practice at home.  For each 
lesson completed at home, students will receive $20 in 
brain bucks. 

Other opportunities to earn brain bucks include 
completing tenmarks.com lessons for $60, writing book 
reviews on biblionasium.com and sharing them with their 
classmates, and participating in essay contests.  
Currently students can participate in a scholastic essay 
contest about shaking things off that may hurt our 
feelings.  This essay is due Dec. 3 and students can earn 
$200, and possibly a chance to meet Taylor Swift.  


